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Welcome to the third edition of our newsletter, designed to inform and update the voluntary, 
community and social enterprise sector within the SEMLEP area about the exciting 
opportunities that will be available to you under the next European programme.  

SPOTLIGHT ON 
EUROPEAN fUNDING 
fOR VCSE
Since our last edition over 160 organisations 
have attended our VCSE events, held in Milton 
Keynes, Luton, Kettering and Banbury and 
sponsored by the Big Lottery and SEMLEP 
to explain the ESIF funds, with a particular 
focus on the Lottery Opt In and networking.

If you have completed our survey or attended 
one of our events you will shortly receive an 
email with all the collated findings, to enable 
your organisation to plan its next steps.

The Big Lottery has approved a further £5,000 
to enable the Building Better Partnership 
Opportunities (BBO) group to continue to 
support the sector.

We will be holding a lead organisation briefing 
on 13th May 2015, 9.30am-12.30pm, at Cranfield. 
This is for those of you have expressed an interest 
at our events or via the survey in leading a bid. 
Invitations will be sent out shortly.

The Big Lottery has released a guide on 
partnership working BBO – A summary of 
partnership requirements. This contains vital 
information so please read it online now.

Our 200+ responses to date have found the following:

• 66% of you are reliant on grant funding

• 71% have a turnover over 50K

• 58% of you say business planning is an 
immediate priority

• 50% need social enterprise support 

• 54% need information on social value and return

• 45% of you say you need enterprise skills training

In the South East Midlands we employ over 

25,000 people, 71% of whom work for organisations 

established for over six years, with 58% getting 

their income from contracts or customer fees.

VCSE SURVEY
The VCSE mapping survey is still live and we strongly urge you to complete the survey if you have not 
already done so. Click here.

Some of SEMLEP’s ESF allocation (£20.9m) has been 
earmarked for work with the Skills Funding Agency 
(SFA), Big Lottery and the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP). These monies will be offered for 
tender by the relevant organisations, probably in 
June 2015. Please ensure you are registered with 
the organisations to be kept up to date. A further £4m 
is allocated to Community Local Led Development 
to be delivered in Corby and Luton. 

Please refer to Pages 16-26 of the ESIF 
Implementation Plan  for priority descriptions.

EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL fUND fOR 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT (EAfRD).

• This is managed nationally by the Department for 
Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs.

• SEMLEP’s allocation for 2015-20 is £4.2m.

• The first calls for allocation is £852,000 and the 
closing date is 12noon on 19th June, 2015.

The call template provides a detailed description 
of EAFRD priorities.  Please also refer to pages 
27-29 of the ESIF Implementation Plan.

EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT fUND (ERDf)

• This is managed nationally by the Department 
for Communities and Local Government.

• SEMLEP’s allocation for 2014-20 is around 
£37.6m.

• First calls allocation: Approximately £19m.

• The national call launch date was March 2015 
and there are varying closing dates for each 
priority area, ranging from between six weeks 
and three months.

• A call template has been published for each 
priority area on the GOV website. 

EUROPEAN SOCIAL fUND (ESf)

• This is managed nationally by the Department 
for Work and Pensions.

• SEMLEP’s allocation for 20145-20 is around 
£37.6m.

• The first tranche for direct bidding is circa £7.4m.

• The call for projects launch dates is imminent.

EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL INVESTMENT fUNDS (ESIf)
The South East Midlands has been given an allocation of European Structural Investment Funding (ESIF) 
of approximately £79m for delivery over a six year period, starting from March 2015. Here’s a summary:

http://www.semlep.com/european-funding-2014-2020
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/vcsesemlep
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds
http://www.semlep.com/modules/downloads/download.php?file_name=227
https://www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds/business-support-call-in-south-east-midlands
http://www.semlep.com/modules/downloads/download.php?file_name=227
http://www.semlep.com/modules/downloads/download.php?file_name=253
http://leadorganisationbriefing.eventbrite.com


Building Better Opportunities 
Support Organisations:

The five key organisations that are helping support the initial  

start-up phase of the Building Better Opportunities offer are:

 The Learning Partnership 

 Carole Pullinger, Lead Partner 

 cpullinger@learning-partnership.co.uk

 Community Impact Bucks 

 Helen Cracknell  

 helen.cracknell@communityimpactbucks.org.uk

 Milton Keynes Community Enterprise 

 Sue Quinn 

 sue@mkce.co.uk

 Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire 

 David Ward 

 david.ward@voluntaryimpact.org.uk 

 SEMLEP 

 Jane.Roemer, VCSE Board Lead 

 jane.roemer@semlep.com

The BIG Lottery 
“Building Better  
Opportunities 
Fund”

HOw TO ACCESS MORE 
INfORMATION AND SUPPORT

The five key organisations that are helping 
support the initial start-up phase of the 
Building Better Opportunities offer are:

The Learning Partnership 
Vanda Bailey, Lead Partner 
vbailey@learning-partnership.co.uk

Community Impact Bucks, Helen Cracknell 
helen.cracknell@communityimpactbucks.org.uk

Milton Keynes Community Enterprise, Sue Quinn 
sue@mkce.co.uk

Voluntary Impact Northamptonshire, David Ward 
david.ward@voluntaryimpact.org.uk

SEMLEP – VCSE Board Lead 
janeroemer@semlep.com

Register to receive SEMLEP’s electronic 
newsletter by emailing esif@semlep.com. 
All programme details can be found here. 

All calls for projects and tender opportunities 
will be advertised on the GOV.uk website  
and on the relevant websites for the SFA, 
DWP and BIG Lottery. 

We will provide signposting to these 
opportunities from the SEMLEP website.

Please send any enquiries about the 
programme to esif@semlep.com 
or call 01234 436100.

http://www.semlep.com/european-funding-2014-2020/
www.gov.uk/european-structural-investment-funds

